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Jan Shepherd McKee 
 

Education: 

 

The University of Western Ontario and University of Hawaii:  English literature, 

Philosophy of Science and Metaphysics, Visual Arts, International Law, and 

Business. 

 

Career: 

 

Artist: Printmaker, papermaker, painter, stained glass, textile, and jewellery design.   

 

Associate Director:  Undergraduate Services, Faculty of Engineering Science, 

Western University, London, Ontario, 2001 – 2014.  Responsible for all aspects of 

undergraduate education (recruitment, examinations, grades, scheduling of classes, 

and room assignments; supervision of seven assistants and academic counsellors, 

as well as direction to over 200 staff and 90 teaching faculty). 

 

Professor, Faculty of Engineering at Western University, 1992- 2014 (created and 

taught courses in Technical Communication, Law, Ethics, and Environmental 

Science). 

 

Artist-in-Residence, Faculty of Engineering Science, 1988-2008 (Canada’s only 

Artist-in-Residence of a faculty of Engineering; this caused international media 

attention) 

 

Selected Exhibitions: 

 

2004 

Live Paper: Version 1.0 in cooperation with the National Research Council. This 

exhibition was held at McIntosh Gallery, Western University, London, Ontario.  It 

was the result of the continued collaboration between the artist and engineers at the 

National Research Council of Canada. The installation of handmade paper with 

indigenous fibres incorporated new materials (shape memory wire: nickel titanium 

alloy) and randomized computer generated electrical impulses to create a subtle 

wave movement of the paper modules.   

 

2002 
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Gospel Prints, Grosvenor House, Edinburgh, Scotland (curated by Gregory 

Robinson)  

 

2000 

Dust on the Road   Gregory Gallery.  (curated by Ron Benner and Patricia 

Deadman).  An exhibition of work, addressing activism and human rights, created 

by a group of Canadian artists in co-operation with Sahmat, an activist and arts 

organization based in Delhi, India.  Supported by the Canada Council for the Arts,  

the exhibition toured across Canada.  www.sahmat.org  

 

1988-2004 

International Mini-Print Show, Barcelona, Spain.  My work was selected for 

exhibition for six annual shows. 

 

1993 

Forget Everything. An exhibition of prints and drawings by Jan Shepherd in the 

Faculty of Engineering. Supported by Strand Fine Art Services. 

 

1988 

The Image Makers.  Art Consultants and Show Room operated by Cam Timlick, 

Winnipeg, Manitoba. 

 

1987 

Prints with a Point, International Exhibition of Prints, Hard Times Gallery, Bristol 

England and European tour. 

 

 

Curator: 

 

2010 

Tri-Fuel with Jonathon Bancroft-Snell. Jonathon Bancroft-Snell Gallery, London, 

Ontario. Ceramics and sculpture produced using various types of fuels (gas, 

electric, etc.) 

 

2011 

Sacred Spaces, (co-curator with Catherine Elliot-Shaw). This exhibition was 

created for a meeting of the General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church in 

Canada as a meditative space for commissioners.  Also displayed to mark the 400
th
 

anniversary of the first edition of the King James Bible was a copy of the second 
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edition of King James Bible (1613) from the permanent collection of the archives 

of The University of Western Ontario. 

 

2004 

Fifty Years of Engineering at Western.  McIntosh Gallery, The University of 

Western Ontario, London, Ontario. Examples of Engineering projects and models. 

 

1992 

Art and New Technologies. (project leader and curator), McIntosh Gallery, The 

University of Western Ontario, London, Ontario. 

 

1992-2000 

Engineering Art Exhibitions, Faculty of Engineering, The University of Western 

Ontario, London, Ontario, works by faculty, staff and students to show their 

creative endeavours and works of art to the public.   

 

Landscape Designer: 

 

2017 

Pollinators Garden, St. George’s Presbyterian Church, London, Ontario.  I 

designed and created a one acre garden that attracts pollinators (bees, butterflies, 

birds) and provides a peaceful place of contemplation for the public in the middle 

of a large city.  A Canada 150 project sponsored by TD Friends of the 

Environment Foundation , neighbouring businesses and individuals. 

 

2014 

Memorial Garden, St. George’s Presbyterian Church, London, Ontario.  I 

renovated an existing shrub garden turning it into a flower, shrub and tree garden 

that commemorates former members of the congregation. 

 

2011 

Biodynamic Garden at the Faculty of Engineering, The University of Western 

Ontario, London, Ontario.  I designed and created a garden of native plants and 

permeable hardscapes that improves the environment, by filtering the air, soil and 

water, to create a clean environment. This garden requires zero maintenance.  

Sponsored by TD Friends of the Environment Foundation and the Faculty of 

Engineering Sciences. 

 



4 
 

John Gordon Home, an HIV/AIDS hospice in London, Ontario.  I renovated and 

repurposed the gardens for relaxation and growth of organic vegetables for use in 

the John Gordon Home’s kitchen. 

 

 

Jewellery Designer: 

 

I specialize in the redesign of antique jewellery.   

 

Textile Designer: 

 

I specialize in hand quilting and embroidery. 

 

 

Special Projects and Conferences: 

 

2011-2012   

Bike Rack Project. The University of Western Ontario, London, Ontario. Led by 

Jan Shepherd McKee and Catherine Elliot Shaw, the completed project produced 

ten bike racks designed by students from the Faculty of Engineering Sciences and 

the Department of Visual Arts.  Opened by Provost Janice Deakin in March 2012. 

 

2011   

Subtle Technologies Project with Neurology and Neurosciences at the Western 

Centre for Brain and Mind, The University of Western Ontario, London, Ontario.  

This conference studied medical diagnostic visualization techniques to improve 

brain imaging for better diagnoses and treatment. 

 

2011  

“The Art and Science of Brain Imaging.”  This conference was held in London and 

Toronto, Ontario. 

 

 

Awards: 

 

The The University of Western Ontario Award of Excellence, 2010. 

 

The Sharon A. Ling Award for Outstanding Achievement, 2009. 
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The Faculty of Engineering Award of Recognition for outstanding contribution to 

the Faculty, 2005. 

 

 

Early Teaching and Other Academic Experience: 

 

1994 

Papermaker, Pyramid Atlantic, Maryland 

 

1992 

Administrative Officer, Honolulu Academy of Design 

 

1991 

Conservator of historic Washington Hoe Printing Press, Fanshawe Pioneer Village, 

London, Ontario 

 

1987 

Registrar, Woodstock Art Gallery  

 

1987-1992 

Technician and Instructor, Department of Visual Arts, The University of Western 

Ontario, London, Ontario.   Printmaking and Papermaking supervised by Prof. 

Helmut Becker 

 

1987-1988 

Teaching Assistant, History of Western Art, Department of Visual Arts, The 

University of Western Ontario, London, Ontario   

 

1983-1987 

Consultant, London Board of Education (Grades 5-7), London, Ontario 

 

 

Selected Publications 

 

Technical Communication by Rebecca E. Burnett and Jan Shepherd McKee, 

Thomson Nelson Publishers, 2003.  ISBN 0-77749-3776  Best-selling Canadian 

text in technical communication in the areas of Engineering and Medicine. 
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“Engineering the Future:  A Multidisciplinary Approach to Engineering 

Education” by Jan Shepherd McKee and Franco Burruti, Engineering Dimensions, 

the journal of Professional Engineers of Ontario. July/August 2003 

 

“Knowledge versus Opinion: Two Models of Professionalism,”  Educating the 

Ethical Professional, Laurier University Conference, 1998 

 

Media 

 

“Creative City,” part 5, The London Free Press, October 21, 2004, a profile of Jan 

Shepherd McKee, October 21, 2004. 

 

“Flying Into the Mystic Side of Science”, Kate Taylor, The Globe and Mail, a 

profile of Arts and New Technologies Exhibition at McIntosh Gallery, The 

University of Western Ontario, curated by Jan Shepherd McKee.   

 

“UWO Establishes a First,” The London Free Press. 1988 

 

“Art and Engineering Unlikely Combination,” de Monde Universitarie, profile of 

the Artist-in-Residence in Engineering, 1988. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


